1,,*                            HISTOKY   OF  GBKAT  BRITAIN

God on earth and they were not responsible for their actions or poli-
cies to the Parliament and the people. They said that they were res-
ponsible to God alone and were above law and criticism of the peo-
ple, and the Parliament. They said that their will was law and that
the people or the Parliament had no power to discuss or question
their actions and policies. Their doctrine of Divine Right of Kings
was looked upon by their subjects as a declaration of war against
their rights and liberties. The people and the Parliament openly said
that the King had no power to impose taxation without the consent of
the Parliament which represented the people. Again, they said that the
King could not imprison people without due trial. The Stuart Kings
claimed that the Parliament had no power to grant them money which
they could raise on their own account. Such ideas of the Stuart
Kings led to the serious resentment of the people and rendered strug-
gle with Parliament inevitable.

2.  Religious Troubles,   The religious question assumed a   very
serious and threatening aspect.   The question of religion created a
delicate and difficult position.   ;.The Stuart Kings who were zealous
Catholics wanted to force their own religious views on the people
against ffieir wishes.   They persecuted the people for the simple rea-
son that they did not follow the wishes of their sovereigns in religious
matters.   The Stuarts wanted to restore Roman Catholicism and be
the head of the Church but it was strongly opposed by the people
4ind the Parliament.   The Puritans were supreme  in  the  House of
Commons, and they hated the Catholics very much.   The Puritans
could not tolerate the extremely favourable  attitude  of  the   Stuart
Kings towards the Catholics.   Besides, Laud, Archbishop of Canter-
bury, who was for some years Charles I's most trusted adviser in
religious matters, was a bitter foe of the Puritans.

3.  Stuart enmity towards the Puritans.   The Puritans formed the
jnajority in the House of Commons, as such they were naturally op-
posed to James I and Charles I who supported the Anglican Church.
The Puritans were never prepared to yield to the wishes of the Par-
liament.   Charles 1 had in Laud, the Archbishop of Canterbury, his
trusted friend whose policy was strongly anti-Puritan and who was the
most dangerous enemy of the Puritans.

4.  Purse and Power.   The control of the purse lay in the Par-
liament and each time the King made a demand  for  the  grant of
money, the Parliament  made   a   corresponding   demand   for  more
power.   This led to embitterment between the   two.   The  financial
question created -a great gulf between the King and the Parliament.
The King felt humiliated whenever he made a demand for money.

5.  King's Favourites Misused Powers.   Each Stuart king had his
favourites to whom undue favours were shown but they misused the
favours by using them for their selfish ends and thereby caused harm
to the people.   The people, thus, hated their favourites.   For instance
James I had his favourites in Buchingham and Francis Becan.   But
they were most unpopular among the people.   They were tools in the
King's hand and took no interest in the people's welfare.   They were

the agents of the Kiag.